
Chemistry 490 Chemistry and Biochemistry Seminar Fall 2019 
 
Class Time and Location: 12:15-1:30 pm, SSMB 129 

 
Instructor: Dr. Marcello Forconi forconim@cofc.edu SSMB 302 
Office Hours: T 11 am-12 ; W 2-3 pm; F 1-2 pm or by appointment.  

 
Course Catalog Description: A weekly seminar to prepare students for careers in chemistry and 
biochemistry and to present recent advances in the field. One hour per week. May be repeated once for 
credit. 

 
Pre-requisites: Junior or Senior standing Co-requisites: none 

 
Student Learning Outcomes: 

• To summarize current research trends in chemistry and biochemistry 
• To articulate experimental strategies being used to address questions important to the discipline 

of chemistry 
 

Instructional Objectives: 
• Read, extract information, and discuss scientific   papers 
• Attend seminars given by research and industrial chemists from a variety of chemistry sub- 

disciplines 
• Participate in class discussions and give an oral presentation about a scientific paper. 

 
Attendance Policy: This seminar course is an experiential learning course. Thus, attendance is mandatory. 
Each unexcused absence will result in a 1.5% deduction of your final grade. Tardiness to seminar, or leaving 
early, will result in a 50% deduction in that week’s attendance/participation grade. Students should avoid 
making appointments during the scheduled seminar class time. Non-emergency physician and dental 
appointments will not be excused. 

 
WA Policy: This seminar course is an experiential learning course. Thus, attendance is mandatory. In all 
cases, if a student misses 3 classes whether these absences are excused or unexcused, that student will 
receive a WA for a final grade. 

 
Disability Services: If there is a student in this class who has a documented disability and has been 
approved to receive accommodations through SNAP Services, please feel free to come and discuss this 
with me during my office hours. You will need to have a letter from the SNAP office and contact me within 
two weeks from the start of the semester. Extended time on tests will only be allowed if arrangements are 
made in advance and will only be allowed at the testing center at Disability Services. If you have a disability 
and do not have a letter, please contact the Center for Disability Services / SNAP office located on the first 
floor of the Lightsey Center, Suite 104.  (http://disabilityservices.cofc.edu/)   

 

Class policies: The following rules will be enforced rigorously. 
• Fill the seats from the third row back. Do not sit in the last five rows of the lecture room. 
• Turn off all cell phones before entering the lecture room. 
• No headphones/earbuds are allowed during the seminar. 
• Texting is not allowed during seminar. 
• Food and drink are allowed in SSMB 129 as long as the room is clean when we leave it. 
• Do not have individual conversations during the seminar. 

Faculty members have been advised to report any violations of these policies. 
 

College of Charleston Honor Code and Academic Integrity: Lying, cheating, attempted cheating, and 
plagiarism are violations of our Honor Code that, when identified, are investigated. Each incident will be 
examined to determine the degree of deception involved. 

 
Incidents where the instructor determines the student’s actions are related more to a misunderstanding will 
handled by the instructor. A written intervention designed to help prevent the student from repeating the 
error will be given to the student.  The intervention, submitted by form and signed both by the  instructor 
and the student, will be forwarded to the Dean of Students and placed in the student’s file. 

mailto:forconim@cofc.edu
http://disabilityservices.cofc.edu/


Cases of suspected academic dishonesty will be reported directly by the instructor and/or others having 
knowledge of the incident to the Dean of Students. A student found responsible by the Honor Board 
for academic dishonesty will receive a XXF in the course, indicating failure of the course due to 
academic dishonesty. This grade will appear on the student’s transcript for two years after which the 
student may petition for the XX to be expunged. The F is permanent. The student may also be placed 
on disciplinary probation, suspended (temporary removal) or expelled (permanent removal) from the 
College by the Honor Board. 

 
Students should be aware that unauthorized collaboration--working together without permission-- is a 
form of cheating. Unless the instructor specifies that students can work together on an assignment, 
quiz and/or test, no collaboration during the completion of the assignment is permitted. Other forms 
of cheating include possessing or using an unauthorized study aid (which could include accessing 
information via a cell phone or computer), copying from others’ exams, fabricating data, and giving 
unauthorized assistance. Research conducted and/or papers written for other classes cannot be used 
in whole or in part for any assignment in this class without obtaining prior permission from the instructor. 

 
Students can find the complete Honor Code and all related processes in the Student Handbook 
at: http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/index.php 
. 

 
Grading Scheme: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assignments: Half of our class time will involve attending seminars given by a variety researchers. 
Assignments will include writing summaries of these seminars as well as reading and discussing 
papers suggested by the speakers, participating in class discussions, and completing written and 
oral assignments related to these papers. Students will give one 5-10 minute oral presentation of an 
assigned article during the semester. We will not have time to have actual oral presentations in the class. 
You will have to prepare a Powerpoint file and record your presentation using the appropriate software (see 
below). Videos need to have the presentation running as well as your voice and image. Due dates for the 
assignments are given below. In case the assignment deadline falls on a holiday, please upload your file in 
advance. The deadlines stand, regardless of whether that particular day is a class day or not.  
 
1. Pre-seminar assignments. Except for the first presentation, there will be questions about the paper 

chosen by the speaker. These assignments are due at 12 noon of the Monday before the seminar. 
Upload your file on the appropriate OAKS folder. In your files, you must include the original questions 
(points will be take n off in case these are missing). These assignments will constitute 25% of your final 
grade. 

 
2. Oral presentation. Each student will be required to upload one presentation during the semester (see 

instructions above). You will upload your oral presentation to the appropriate folder on Kaltura by 10 
pm of the Tuesday preceding the discussion session that deals with your assigned paper. This 
assignment will constitute 15% of your final grade.  
Kaltura is a media container offered by CofC Technology. The name of our website is “CHEM 490 – Fall 
2019” and it should be accessible at 
https://cofc.mediaspace.kaltura.com/channel/CHEM+490+-+Fall+2019/  

Assignment Grade Percentage 

Seminar Summaries 40% 

Pre-seminar assignments 25% 

Oral Presentation of assigned paper 15% 

Class  Participation 20 % 
 

http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/index.php
https://cofc.mediaspace.kaltura.com/channel/CHEM+490+-+Fall+2019/


If you are not registered to Kaltura, please register on the first day of class and subscribe to the channel. 
Videos will be accepted only through the channel (no email or OAKS submission). You need to have a 
‘contributor’ status in order to upload media.  

 
3. Class Participation. In addition to the attendance policy explained above, you are expected to contribute 

to the classes with questions and active participation. In case of discussion of a paper assigned to you, 
you are also expected to lead this discussion. Class participation will constitute 20% of your final grade. 

 
4. Seminar summaries. After each seminar, you will write a summary of the seminar. This summary must 

include the speaker’s name and affiliation, the title of the talk, and a narrative summary of the seminar 
(do not use bullet points!). Summaries must capture the ‘big picture’ given by the speaker, and 
sufficiently recapitulate her or his main findings in a logical way. The summary must also include a 
paragraph with your impressions about the seminar (if you liked it, why, how it related to something you 
studied/worked on, etc.). There is a limit of two pages for this assignment. Upload your file on the 
appropriate OAKS folder by 12 noon of the Monday after the seminar. These assignments will 
constitute 40% of your final grade. 

 
Please follow the guidelines below for deadlines (subject to change depending on weather) 
 

SEMINAR 
SPEAKER 

PRE-SEMINAR 
ASSIGNEMENT 
(12 noon) 

ORAL 
PRESENTATION* 
(10 pm) 

SEMINAR 
DATE 

SEMINAR 
SUMMARY  
(12 noon) 

Varner/Gilmer None None 09/05 09/09 
Duffy 09/09 09/10 09/12 09/16 
Manning 09/23 09/24 09/26 09/30 
Wenzel 10/07 10/08 10/10 10/14 
Karbstein 10/14 10/15 10/17 10/21 
Boucher 10/28 10/29 10/31 11/04 
Pratt 11/04 11/05 11/7 11/11 
York 11/18 11/19 11/21 11/25 

*Oral presentations are due only for students presenting the paper from that particular speaker. Other 
students are not required to upload an oral presentation on that date.  

 

Letter Grades and Percentage  Ranges 
Letter 
Grade XXF F D- D D+ C- C C+ B- B B+ A- A 

Numerical 
grade 

Failure 
due to 

dishonesty 

Below 
60 

60- 
62 

63- 
66 

67- 
69 

70- 
72 

73- 
76 

77- 
79 

80- 
82 

83- 
86 

87- 
89 

90- 
92 

92- 
100 

 
Screen recording software 
 
Mac Users can use their QuickTime Recorder 
 
Other Platforms (including Mac) can try: 
Jing – creates a .swf file (not sure if that will work in some browsers) 
Snagit – Screen capture, 15 day trial 
Screencast-o-matic – Limited to 15 minute recording with free version 
 
                  
 
 
 
 

https://support.apple.com/guide/quicktime-player/record-your-screen-qtp97b08e666/mac
https://www.techsmith.com/jing-tool.html
https://www.techsmith.com/screen-capture.html
https://screencast-o-matic.com/screen-recorder


 
 
LIST OF CLASSES 
 

WEEK DATE SPEAKER/ACTIVITY AFFILIATION FIELD LINK 
1 8/22 Introduction    

2 8/29 Discussion    

3 9/5 Travis Varner &  
Caroline Gilmer 

Leibfarth Lab, UNC Chapel Hill 
Heriot-Watt University, 
Scotland 

Organic Chemistry 
Brewing 
Chemistry 

 

4 9/12 Dr. Liam Duffy UNC Greensboro Physical 
Chemistry 

Website 

5 9/19 Discussion    

6 9/26 Dr. Thomas Manning Valdosta State University Medicinal 
Chemistry 

Website 

7 10/3 Discussion    

8 10/10 Dr. Thomas Wenzel Bates College Analytical 
Chemistry 

Website 

9 10/17 Dr. Katrin Karbstein The Scripps Research Institute Biochemistry Website 

10 10/24 Discussion    

11 10/31 Dr. Dave Boucher College of Charleston Physical 
Chemistry 

Website 

12 11/7 Dr. Kerri Pratt University of Michigan Energy & 
Environmental 
Chemistry 

Website 

13 11/14 Discussion    

14 11/21 Dr. Darrin York Rutgers University Computational 
Chemistry 

Website 

15 11/28 No class, 
Thanksgiving 

   

 

https://chem.uncg.edu/duffy/
https://www.valdosta.edu/about/directory/profile/tmanning
https://www.bates.edu/chemistry-biochemistry/faculty/thomas-wenzel/
https://www.scripps.edu/karbstein/
http://chemistry.cofc.edu/about/faculty-staff-listing/boucher-david.php
https://lsa.umich.edu/chem/people/faculty/prattka.html
https://chem.rutgers.edu/people/faculty-bio/201-york-darrin-m
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